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While doing a little research for this post I looked up “quotes about 

meetings,” and the results were a bit surprising…and negative! The overall 

perception appears to be that meetings are pointless, time-consuming and 

a waste of time. Clearly, these folks have never attended an MPI Virginia 

event! As a chapter and as an organization MPI has always driven the value of coming together to 

learn and network. Personally, my membership with this organization has always been something 

that I maintained for my professional and personal growth, and my employer has reaped the 

benefit of my education.  

If you missed the Annual Education Conference – Nourish, you missed a truly great event! The 

education, food, and friendship were spot on! I can’t thank our sponsors enough for their 

generosity, and our speakers for sharing their experience.  Don’t be left out next month! Be sure to 

join us at the Graduate in Richmond, on September 16th. Rita McClenny, President and CEO of the 

Virginia Tourism Corporation will share The State of the Tourism Industry in Virginia, the ISA, and the 

World. We have had the pleasure of Rita presenting to our chapter in the past, and she always 

brings a high-level, insider view of the growth and sustainability of Virginia’s sixth-largest employer, 

tourism, and travel. 

Back to quotes about meetings!  I did find a quote that I totally agree with: 

“The number of meetings I've been in - people would be shocked. But that's how you gain 

experience, how you can gain knowledge, being in meetings and participating. You learn 

and grow.” 

      - Tiger Woods 

This doesn’t mean I’m a golf fan or a Tiger fan, but I am a fan of learning, growing, and 

participating. Attend a meeting and learn something new, or grow your experience but 

participation is key. We have openings on our board and within many of our committees. We are 

actively seeking current and future leaders.  We would like to help you, help yourself. Get involved 

in something you have an interest in (help plan the annual education conference), a committee 

that will develop your job duties (membership committee), add to your skillset (communications 

which includes social media content), or touch on your creativity (the annual holiday event and 

fundraiser)! Whether you have an hour or hours on end, we can help you get involved. Reach out 

to me if I can help point you in the right direction, describe positions to you or simply chat about the 

opportunities that we want to provide. 

           All the best and see you at the Graduate! 

Laurie Campbell 

MPI Virginia President, 2021-2022 

 


