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With 70-degree days in February it is hard to believe we are still in 

winter in Virginia, but as you often hear, “If you don’t like the 

weather, stick around for a couple of hours.” In our 

Commonwealth we are fortunate to have such varied geographic 

and weather zones, so easily accessible. For my friends at 

Wintergreen and Massanutten, I wish you cool enough weather 

to prolong your snow season and for my friends in hotels and 

properties across the state, may you have enough atmospheric 

variety to highlight your uniqueness and showcase signature hot and cool beverages and amazing 

culinary delights. 

Speaking of delights, a heartfelt shout out to Fall/Line Kitchen & Bar for sponsoring the February 2nd 

After Hours Wine & Food pairing networking event. They knocked it out of the park, showing why they 

are #1 on TripAdvisor. It was also great to see and talk to so many of you. We are planning an after-5 

Social in Charlottesville on Thursday, April 13th. More information will be coming soon. 

Your board is hard at work on activities and educational programs through 2023 and we are seeking 

volunteer partners to join our 2023-2024 MPI-Virginia board and committees. Speaking personally, I 

have been blessed to be an MPI-Virginia volunteer over the past 7 years, moving up from a Monthly 

Meeting coordinator to the chapter President. Working alongside engaged colleagues and growing 

professionally have been invaluable benefits on so many levels. Service on this board has been 

something that has allowed me to give back to an industry that has given me so much.  

For those seeking their CMP (Certified Meeting Professional) designation or looking for additional 

educational hours, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE register for up to 12 hours of complimentary on-line 

education occurring Thursday, March 30 as part of Global Meetings Industry Day (GMID). You can 

register at mpi.org/events/gmid. 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the MPI-Virginia Annual Education Conference August 9 – 11, 

2023 at the Wintergreen Resort. Registration opening soon. 

Finally, be on the lookout for the MPI Membership & Chapter Satisfaction Survey hitting in-boxes on 

February, 21st. It is a comprehensive survey that will take some time to answer, but it provides crucial 

feedback to MPI-Global and our chapter. We can only be effective and constantly improving when we 

know what our members would like to see, especially in these interesting times for our industry. Your 

participation and candor are crucial to our future success.  

Thank you again for all you do for our industry and for MPI-Virginia.  

 

 – Steve Tewksbury, CMP 2022-2023 MPI-Virginia President. 

https://www.mpi.org/events/gmid

