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It was wonderful to gather together at the Capital 

Ale House in Richmond on October 13th and to 

have so many there as we start back to in-person 

events. MPI-Virginia is happy to have a strong 

couple of months ahead for social and 

educational gatherings and the board will be 

convening for a retreat in early November to plan 

out the rest of the year. Please let us know if your property or venue is interested 

in hosting an event or in sponsoring a raffle item, special speaker or in being a 

part of our Annual Conference next summer. I am so thankful for each of our 

board members, chapter volunteers and sponsors who partner together as we 

recover and seek to thrive in the years ahead. 

As we enter November, we will have a number of opportunities to collectively 

give thanks and to do acts of service. Moving backwards from the end of the 

month, we of course celebrate a day of Thanksgiving as a nation. In the 

hospitality industry, oftentimes Thanksgiving is a day of service to others who are 

gathering with their families outside of their homes. Hopefully for all of us, 

whether on November, 24 or another day nearby, will be able to spend time 

with family and friends appreciating, and often arguing about, the many things 

that we have to be thankful for, including our many freedoms.  As we move 

closer to mid-month, Friday, November 11th is Veteran’s Day. As the son and 

grandson of vets, I feel a deep appreciation for the sacrifices that so many have 

made to ensure our freedoms. In the second week of November, on Tuesday, 

11/8, our nation has an opportunity to collectively serve the greater good by 

exercising our freedom to vote on Election Day. Long and short, we honor those 

who came before us by doing the very things they worked so hard to nurture 

and protect. 

For MPI, it has spent over 50 years advocating for and encouraging the 

Hospitality and Events industry. For our part, MPI-Virginia will be holding a Lunch 

& Learn on Thursday, 11/3 at the Richmond Marriott Downtown. Our speaker will 

be Meredith Flanagan, from Gensler, an architectural, design and consulting 

service in Washington D.C. Meredith will be speaking on “Convening with a 

Cause: Infusing Sustainability and Social Impact into Meetings and Events”. Our 

community service project will be supporting The Doorways, that has since 1984 

provided lodging and support for patients and their loved ones who need to be 

close to the hospital but not far from the feeling of home.  



Please join us on Thursday, 11/3 for networking, a meal, an hour of top notch EIC 

approved education and an opportunity to assist an organization serving those 

with sick family members. Registration is now open on our website. Stay well. - 

Steve 

 – Steve Tewksbury, CMP 2022-2023 MPI-Virginia President. 


